Riviera realty

The French Riviera remains one of the most desirable places to own a
property on the planet. Karen Tait finds out where the hotspots and
cool deals are to be found

1e French Riviera Is one
of the most glamorous -
and expensive - places to

live in the world. A playiround
for the rich and famous, it
immediately conjures up images
of gleaming white vachts, stately
villas, casinos, private beaches,
chic bars, restaurants and clubs,
sports cars whizdng along the
scenic comiche roads, the
Cannes film festival... serious
money and powerful people.
Having said that, in the peak
SUTTUTET Season torists visi
fromn all over France, Europe and
the world, not all of whom have
bulging wallets.

Although the jetset really hit
its shores in the 196k, the
Mediterranean coust has attract-
ed settlers since prehistoric
tmes. Homes were first built
around the beaches of Terma
Amata {now 10 the east of the
harbour in Nice) in 300,000BC,
while in 200,000BC the Lazaret
Cave (in Nice) was inhabited by
hunters

Roman cvillsations made
thelr mark on the area from the
1st century - the harbour at
Fréjus was created by Julius
Caesar, and Antibes und Cimiez
were also Roman settlements,
Christianity spread along the
coast in the dth cenmre After
the fall of the Roman Empire
Provence came under the
authority of the Barbarians,
Visigoths and the Francs, Tt was
also invaded by the Moors and
the Saracens. Through the cen-
turies Nice was fought over by
France, ltaly and the Dukes of
Savoy. The city and its hinter-
lands only became part of France
in 1860 after Napoleon [11
helped Vinorio Emanuele I of
Savoy create the future kingdom
of ltaly.

Int the late 19th and early
20th centuries, the Rbviera
became a fashionable winter
resart, especialiv with the British
upper class - Winston Churchill
was a regular visitor: Later it
became more popular for sum-
mer holidays. Nowadavs it
attracts around 9.3 million
tuurises o vear, with a plethora of
activities on ofler.
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Although the beautifisl set-
ting s natwal — dramatic moun-
tains and foothills rolling dewn to
the sandy beaches and azure sea
= the whole coast is built up now,
with developers fighting over any
remaining building luind, The
Riviera doesn’t refer to an official
arca al France — it sits within the
Provence-Alps-Cote d'Arur
reglon and the Alpes-Maritimes
département. As it's not an ofll-
cial reglon, there are no official
boundaries so inevitably there ame
disputes over where it ends (it
starts at Menton at the Italian
border). Some say L stops at the
border with the département of
the Var, after Théoule-sur-Mer,
while athers sugzest it extends
turther along the Var coastling,
as far as St-Tropez, and possibly
to Hytres or even the border

with the Bouches-du-Bhine
départerment. The main towns
along the coast (east to west) are
Menton, Monte-Carlo, Monaca,
Beaulicu-sur-Mer, St-Jean-Cap-
Ferrat, Villefranche-sur-Mer,
Nice, St-Paul-de-Vence, Sophia
Antipolis, Antbes, Juan-les-Plos,
Grassc, Cannes, S¢-Raphael, St-
Tropez and Hydres.

The capital, Nice, has an
Intemational airport and TGY
traln service from Paris, making
it easily accessible. Contrasting
with [ts more recent ltalian-siyle
architecture, the Old Town repre-
sents the city's medieval her-
itage, with red-tiled roofs and
narrow winding streets full of
shaps and restaurants, and a
flower market every moming on
Cours Saleva, Seafood restau-
rants sit alongside the beaches,

Five-bed villa at Golfe Juan with pool and panoramic seéa viows,
2.7m euros (Azur Assistance)

| which are mainly shingle (the
| only become sandy at the Ancd
peninsula). Nice enjns an e
able position on the Bale des
Anges facing Antibes, The
Promenade des Anglais has be
a favourite spot for a stroll s
Victorian times. Running the
length of the scafront at Nice
lined with cafés and hotels, the
grandest probably being the
Négresco, featuring Empire a=
Napolconic decor. Now a nati
al monument, it was built in
1912 by Hungaran immigran
Henrl Négresco. He was direc
of one of the city's casinos an
wanted to create a hotel that
compliimented the casine's
revered chientele, such as the
| Rockefellers In Workl War [ ¢
hoted became a hospital.
Négresco died a rulned man
after the war

Nice has come a long way
since being the seaside resorn §
English arsiocrals - it's now
France's fifth bigpest clty, and
alrport & the second husiest ir
France, with 9.2 million passer

| pers per vear International
flights account for 519 of rotal
traffic, and there are 12 daily
flizhts to and from London.
There's always something going
on In Nice, the best klnown eve
probably bétng the jazz festival
Cimiez in Junc.

Antibes has a lovely old wow
ramparts b the sea, a long wal
beside the port and a Picasso
museum. Restiurants and shog
line the picturesque sireels and
there's a dadly market. In spring
the city hosts one of Europe's
laryzest antique shows. The
Greeks first colonised Antibes
2,000 years ago. Nowadays the
sandy beaches make it a mecc
for holidaymakers, and a selec-
tion of the world's most lwauri-
ous vachts can be admired in (l
large marina, In some way con-

| tinuing the town's seafaring his
tory, Cap d'Antibes is home to
some extremely plush cstates,
even by Riviera standards.

Le Viell Antibes, with its cot
hicd streets and village ambienc
contrasts with the modemn city,
the second largest in the Rivier:
Thanks to the yachting busines:
and industry at nearby Sophia

English-speaking population.
The nearby resort of Juan-

: ‘ Antipolis Antibes has a large

| les-Pins is fashionable with

vounger crowds as well as fami-
lics. It has a number of private
beaches, and many bars and
restaurants, plus market stalls
| alomg the promenade in the
evening. The respected Jarz &
continued on poge I


















